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Street Trees 
Policies and Procedures 

MAINTENANCE OF STREET TREES 

Property owners are not required to obtain a 
permit to maintain a street tree, but all mainte‐
nance must be done in accordance with the In‐
terna onal Society of Arboriculture Standards 
(www.isa‐arbor.com).  Street trees should be 
trimmed to maintain safe pedestrian and vehicle 
clearance, at 8’ above the sidewalk and 12’ 
above the road.   

Maintenance includes: 

 Structural and safety pruning
 Removal of leaves and debris
 Removal of dead, decayed or broken

limbs
 Deep root watering
 Root pruning
 Installing root barriers
 Fer lizing
 Pest control

Street trees must be maintained to ensure suffi‐
cient passage of light from street lights, and not 
obstruct street signs.  Trimming must not be ex‐
cessive or cause harm to the street tree. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 

Did you know? 
Per the Livermore Municipal Code, Street 
Tree Ordinance 12.20, the property owner is 
responsible for maintaining street trees  
adjacent to the property within the public 
right‐of‐way (Figure 1). The City has assumed 
responsibility to maintain backing lots that 
are not already maintained by a private asso‐
cia on or district (Figure 2).  
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STREET TREE REMOVAL 

A property owner can request to remove a 
street tree adjacent to their property by  
applying for a no‐cost Street Tree Ac on Per‐
mit.  Removal is approved on a case by case 
basis, and the cost of the removal is at the 
sole  expense of the applicant.  A removal 
request may be approved by the City only if 
the street tree is: 
 
 Dead 
 Damaged beyond repair 
 Having a root system not adequate to        

reliably support con nued growth 
 Part of a planned street tree removal  

program 
 Causing structural damage to sidewalk or 

hardscape which cannot be mi gated by 
pruning limbs or roots or other reasona‐
ble measures* 

 Hazardous to public safety 
 Crea ng a hazard to u li es (electrical, 

gas, telephone, water or cable services) 
 Part of a land use en tlement 
 
*The City can approve the street tree removal if 
sidewalk damage caused by the street tree meets 
or exceeds one or more defect dimensions out-
lined in the Sidewalk Repair Criteria Standard  
Detail ST-33.  It can be denied if control measures 
such as root pruning or root barriers will prevent 
further damage.  Addi onally, if sidewalk damage 
caused by street tree is less than the criteria out-
lined in the Sidewalk Repair Criteria, the City can 
deny the removal request. 

STREET TREE REMOVAL—PERMIT PROCEDURES 

The no‐cost Street Tree Ac on Permit is 
available on the City of Livermore website  or 
by calling  925‐960‐8020.    
You must include the following informa on 
with the permit: 
 
 Street tree descrip on and site plan 

showing the loca on of the tree on the 
lot (a simple drawing will suffice) 

 Photo of each Street Tree to be removed 
 An arborist report is not required. 
  
The permit review process takes approxi‐
mately  10‐14 days.  Approved  
permits expire 90 days a er the date of  
issuance. 

Applicants with approved tree removal per‐
mits must sa sfy the Street Tree Replan ng 
Policy at the sole expense of the applicant: 
 
 For each street tree removed, applicant 

must plant, at a minimum, a 15‐gallon 
replacement tree* and pay $100 to the 
City’s Urban Forestry Fund.  This fund is 
used to preserve, protect, monitor and 
enhance the City’s urban forest. 

 If an appropriate loca on for plan ng the 
replacement tree cannot be located in 
the public right‐of‐way, the Director may 
allow one or a combina on of the follow‐
ing methods: 

 
 a.  Plan ng of the replacement tree  
                   on a por on of the property visible             
      from the right‐of‐way; or 
             b.  Payment to the City’s Urban 
                   Forestry Fund in the amount of  
      $200 in lieu of each replacement      
       tree.   
 
* Replacement recommenda on will be provided by 
the City Arborist using the City’s Tree Plan ng Guide 
Standard Detail.  Compliance is required within 120 
days of the street tree removal, including street tree 
replan ng and payment to the Urban Forestry Fund. 
 

REPLANTING REQUIREMENTS 

APPEALS 

A denied street tree removal permit can be 
appealed within 14 working days of the deni‐
al.  The appeal will then be scheduled for  a 
hearing before the Beau fica on  
Commi ee.  A determina on made by the 
Beau fica on Commi ee can be appealed to 
the City Council, whose decision is final. 

PERMIT PROCESS 
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